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Being a monsterÂ isn't all frightening villagers and sucking blood.Â Monsters have their trials, too.

Poor Frankenstein's cupboard is bare, Wolfman is in need of some household help, and it's best not

to get started on Draculaâ€™s hygiene issues. What could be scarier?Â Â Â Â  Nineteen hilarious

poems delve into the secret lives of the Creature from the Black Lagoon, Bigfoot, Godzilla, and

others. In a range of styles that pay homage to everyone from Charles Schulz to John James

Audubon, the monstrously talented Adam Rex uncovers horrific--and clever--truths you won't want

to miss.
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Okay. So here was my dilemma. I was supposed to review a children's book of poetry and I had

several choices in front of me. I could review the inner city take on "Casey At the Bat". I could do the

meaningful one about a Caribbean country. I could do the one about various epitaphs to people of

different professions (I am not making this up). Or I could do the goofy monster one. And the ball fell

in the goofy monster's court by a loooong shot. You hold "Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich" in your

hands, and you may not be sure whether or not to trust it. Should I give this to a child? Will they

actually enjoy it? Then you read the tiny byline under the title. "And other stories you're sure to like,

because they're all about monsters, and some of them are also about food. You like food, don't



you? Well, all right then". Any picture book of poetry that says, "Well, all right then", on its cover has

won my irony-laden little heart. It's just a nice plus that the poems inside just happen to be funny,

beautifully illustrated, and interesting in all sorts of different ways.Monsters. It's hard not to love `em.

Especially classic movie monsters. Now what we have here are all the monsters you could think of

put in a variety of humorous and peculiar situations. There's "Count Dracula: Doesn't Know He's

Been Walking Around All Night With Spinach In His Teeth". Or howzabout, "The Mummy: Won't Go

To His Eternal Rest Without a Story and Some Cookies"? They're all here, illustrated in a vast

variety of ways by the ultra-talented Adam Rex. Each poem is a scintillating series of new ideas

involving all sorts of critters. Hidden in the pictures as well are limericks from the fictional, "Michelle

& VonFuzz Limerical Guide To Monsters". Kids will lap up the goofy pictures and creatures.
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